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PERFORMANCEREPORT

State:TexasProjectNumber:F-5-R-21

ProjectTitle:RegionI-BFisheriesStudies

ProjectSection:inventory

StudyTitle:PollutionStudies

ContractPeriod:FromMarch1,1973ToFebruary28,1974

ProgramNarrativeObjectiveNo.:

Objective:Todeterminethesourceandnatureofpollution.

iisSeementObjective:

A.Toinvestigateinstancesofpollutionaffectingspecificfish

populationsandtoreportfindingstotheTexasWaterQuality
Boardwhenremedialactionisneeded,

B.Specifically,todeterminetheextentofdamagetofishpopula-

tions,totracethesourceofpollution,toattempttodetermine

thenatureofthepollutant,andtoreportinstancesofviolation

andnegligencetoproperauthorities,

SummaryofProgress:

Threeminorinstancesofpollutionand/orfishkillsweredetected

andinvestigatedinFisheriesRegionI-Bduringthissegment.

AsmallfishkillwasreportedontheNorthConchoRiverinTomGreen

CountyinOnlyafewdeadgizzardshadandrivercarpsucker
werefoundalongaboutone-quartermileoftheriver.Manyindividuals

ofthesetwospeciesandothernativefishpresentwerenotaffected.

Thissmalldie-offappearedtohavebeencausedbynaturallowwater

conditionsandoxygendepletion.

AminorfishkilloccurredinMayontheColoradoRiverinnorthwestern

CokeCounty.Allspeciespresentwereaffectedforabout8milesof

thisshallowportionoftheriver.Highchloridesandlowdissolved

oxygenweretheonlylethalagentsdetected.

AfewdeadfishwerereportedbyfishermenintheColoradoRiverjust
aboveLakeSpenceinJuly.Speciesmentionedincludedcarpsucker,

carp,largemouthbass,andcatfish.Investigationfoundonlyafew

fishoftheabovespeciesina
decomposingstate.Itwasconcluded

thatthesefishdiedinstagnantpoolsoftheriverandthenwere

washeddown-riverbyrun-offfromalocalizedrain.



In July, 1973 an oil pipeline belonging to Mobil Oil Company broke,

causing a major oil spill into the Colorado River in Mitchell County.
About 3 miles of the river were affected, totally destroying the fish

population. However, in this area the river supports an insignificant
sport fish population. Fishes here were mainly shad, carpsuckers and

minnows. The concerned authorities notified included The Environmental

Protection Agency, Texas Water Quality Board, Railroad Commission,
Colorado River Municipal Water District, and responsible personnel
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. The Mobil Oil Company
constructed 3 temporary earthen dams and used "'oil fences" and hay
to contain the crude oil. Southerly winds and slack flow of the river

aided containment and recovery efforts of oil. Within 3 days most of

the crude oil (4,500 barrels) had been recovered and the residue

burned off. Charges were not filed by any agency.

IIl. Significant Deviation;

Population sampling with nets and seines was not necessary in estab-

lishing the damage to fish populations during investigations of fish

kills in Region I-B this segment. The affected waters were very shallow

and clear and supported no important fisheries or endangered species;
therefore, only visual observations were made.

IV. Conclusions, Evaluations and Recommendations:

All but one pollution report to this project was considered minor

since no important fisheries or endangered species were affected,

A major oil spill into the Colorado River in Mitchell County occurred,
but most of the oil was recovered within three days. No major damage
to sport fish populations was found because the fish populations
in this area were comprised mainly of rough fishes.

V. Prepared by: Billy J.

Project Leader

Date: March 11, 1974 Leo Lewis

Regional Director, Inland Fisheries

Region I

Approved by:
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